
RCW 13.34.180(1) (excerpt): 
(a) That the child has been found to be a dependent child; 
(b) That the court has entered a dispositional order pursuant to RCW 13.34.130; 
(c) That the child has been removed or will, at the time of the hearing, have been removed 

from the custody of the parent for a period of at least six months pursuant to a finding of 
dependency; 

(d) That the services ordered under RCW 13.34.136 have been expressly and understandably 
offered or provided and all necessary services, reasonably available, capable of correcting the 
parental deficiencies within the foreseeable future have been expressly and understandably 
offered or provided; 

(e) That there is little likelihood that conditions will be remedied so that the child can be 
returned to the parent in the near future . . . ; and  

(f) That continuation of the parent and child relationship clearly diminishes the child's 
prospects for early integration into a stable and permanent home. If the parent is incarcerated, the 
court shall consider whether a parent maintains a meaningful role in his or her child's life based 
on factors identified in RCW 13.34.145(5)(b); whether the department or supervising agency 
made reasonable efforts as defined in this chapter; and whether particular barriers existed as 
described in RCW 13.34.145(5)(b) including, but not limited to, delays or barriers experienced in 
keeping the agency apprised of his or her location and in accessing visitation or other meaningful 
contact with the child. 
 
RCW 13.34.145(b): The court's assessment of whether a parent who is incarcerated 
maintains a meaningful role in the child's life may include consideration of the following: 

(i) The parent's expressions or acts of manifesting concern for the child, such as letters, 
telephone calls, visits, and other forms of communication with the child; 

(ii) The parent's efforts to communicate and work with the department or supervising 
agency or other individuals for the purpose of complying with the service plan and 
repairing, maintaining, or building the parent-child relationship; 

(iii) A positive response by the parent to the reasonable efforts of the department or the 
supervising agency; 

(iv) Information provided by individuals or agencies in a reasonable position to assist 
the court in making this assessment, including but not limited to the parent's attorney, 
correctional and mental health personnel, or other individuals providing services to the 
parent; 

(v) Limitations in the parent's access to family support programs, therapeutic services, 
and visiting opportunities, restrictions to telephone and mail services, inability to 
participate in foster care planning meetings, and difficulty accessing lawyers and 
participating meaningfully in court proceedings; and 

(vi) Whether the continued involvement of the parent in the child's life is in the child's 
best interest. 
 
 

**these excerpts are not comprehensive of the legal criteria to terminate parental rights 
and are provided for convenience and reference during the presentation**  

 
  


