Permanency Planning Matrix

Permanent Plan

Reunification

Permanent Plan
Objective

Legal Status

Legal Custody & Caregiver
Responsibility After Permanent
Plan Achieved

Birth / Adoptive ParentRights /
Responsibility

Financial Services Available /
Monthly Subsidy

Medical

Educational Services

Services Post 18 Years

Federal Timeline requires this permanency plan be achieved within 12 months of original placement date (OPD)
Preferred option when safety threats are managed, or eliminated, or aggravated circumstances do not exist. Maintains
familyconnections and provides permanencybeyondage 18.

Parental rights remain with birth or legal parent.

The dependencyis dismissedandall careand custody is returnedto the parents.

Note: DCYF does not provide ongoing services or supervision.

Full parental rights andresponsibility.

May beeligible for benefits and services suchas monthly grant and Medicaid throughthe DSHS Community Services

Office (CSO).

Responsibility of the family.

Youth may beeligible for some DCYF services dependent uponage youth returnedhome and individual program
requirements. Additional information canbefound at: http://independence.wa.gov/ Or

For college financial aid options visit a financial aid office ata local college or go to:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Youth may beeligible for extended foster care (EFC) services. Additional information canbe found at
http://independence.wa.gov/
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Guardianship

Permanent Plan

Objective

Legal Status

Legal Custody & Caregiver
Responsibility After Permanent
Plan Achieved

Birth / Adoptive ParentRights /
Responsibility

Financial Services Available /
Monthly Subsidy

Chapter 13.36 RCW
Note:
e DCYFdoes not provide ongoing services or supervision.
o If the guardianis eligible for R-GAP then a subsidy and services may be available.
e Children and youth in guardianships are not consideredfoster children or youth.
o Federal Timelinerequires this permanency plan be achieved within 18 months of OPD
Provides permanency forchildren oryouth with anapproved adult.
Guardianship is to be discussed with parents and caregivers as an alternative to termination of parental rights (TPR)and
adoption, when childrenor youth have been placed with the caregiver for more than sixmonths.
Legal relationship ends on the youth’s 18t birthday.
Parental rights are notrequiredto be terminated.
Although the parent continues to bethelegal parent, the guardianhas full care, custody, and control of thechildor
youth.
The dependency is dismissed.
NOTE: If the family later decides to adopt the child, they will be responsible for legal fees and will not be eligible for
adoption support.
The legal guardianmaintains physicalandlegal custody with full responsibility for care, custody, and therightto make
decisions forthe childor youth.

In rare circumstancesmodificationsof the guardianship order may occur.

Guardians canchoose whether or notto providean inheritanceto a child oryouth;it is nota right for the child or
youth.
For eligiblerelatives, R-GAP subsidy can transfer to a successor guardian if namedin the R-GAP agreementand the | egal
guardian becomes incapacitated or dies.
Guardianship orders mustinclude visits. Visits aretheresponsibilityofthe guardian.
The court may continueto orderthatthe birth parentis still responsible for childsupport.
In rare circumstances modifications of the guardianship order mayoccur.
e Aguardianship subsidized through Relative Guardianship Assistance Program (RGAP) may be available to
licensedrelatives that meet the requirements, per the R-GAP policy, thatincludes, butis not limited to the:
e Guardian beingfoster carelicensed foratleast 6 months and having placement of the child or youth for 6
months postlicensing priorto establishing the guardianship.
e R-GAPagreementmustbesigned priorto establishing the guardianship.
e The programalso reimburses up to $2000to guardians forup-front legal fees.
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e Guardians who do not qualify for R-GAP may applyfor financial support from the TemporaryAssistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program through the CSO. Household incomeis nolonger reviewed to determine
eligibility. Guardianmay request a good cause waiver of child support against the biological parent when
applying for TANF.
Medical Medical anddental coverageis providedas specifiedin the R-GAP agreement. Evidence Based or Evidence Informed
Counselingis available to guardianship families when requested.
Or
Guardians may apply for medical forthe child or youththrough the CSO or putthem on their own insuranceif their
personalinsurance plan allows.
Educational Services Youth eligibility for post high school grants andscholarships is programs pecific.
Additional information canbe found at: http://independence.wa.gov/
or
For college financial aid options visit a financial aid officeat a local college or go to:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Services Post 18 Years Check with the R-GAP Gatekeeper to determine eligibility.

R-GAP subsidy willautomaticallystopon the youth’s 18th birthday, unless they meet eligibility requirements and the
guardians or parents have provided documentation of the youth’s continuation in high school prior to their 18th
birthday.

If the subsidized guardianship was established after the age of 16, youth may beeligible to receive supportup to age 21
if the youth meets one of the following criteria:

1.Enrolledin highschool or high school equivalency program.

2.Enrolled, hasappliedfor, or canshow intentto timely enrollina post-secondaryacademicor vocational program.

3. Participatingin a program to promote or remove barriers employment, including part-time employment.
4.Employed 80 hours or morea month.

5.Unableto engagein any of theabove activities due to a documented medical condition.

Youth may also beeligibleto apply for TANF or state family assistance (SFA) throughthe CSO, per WAC 388-404-0005.

Youth eligibility for post high school grants andscholarships is programs pecific.
Additional information canbe found at: http://independence.wa.gov/

or
For college financial aid options visit a financial aid office ata local college or go to:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Revised Date: June 6,2022
Child Welfare Programs Division | Approved fordistribution by Tara Camp, CFWS Statewide Program Manager
DCYF 16-231
3


http://independence.wa.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
http://independence.wa.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Guardianship of a Minor

Permanent Plan

Objective

Legal Status

Legal Custody & Caregiver
Responsibility After Permanent
Plan Achieved

Chapter 11.130RCW
Note:

e Specificto open DCYF dependency cases only.

e DCYFdoes not provide ongoing services or supervision.

o If the guardianis eligible for R-GAP then a subsidy and services may be available.

e Children and youth in guardianships are not considered foster children or youth.

e Federal Timelinerequires this permanency plan be achieved within 18 months of OPD.

Provides permanency fora child or youthwith a courtappointed guardianship of a minor.
Legal relationship ends on the youth’s 18t birthday.

Parental rights remain intact.
Although the parent continues to bethelegal parent, the guardianhas full care, custody or control of the child or youth.

The dependency is dismissed, if applicable.
NOTE: If the family later decides to adopt the child, they will be responsible for legal fees and will not be eligible for
adoption support.

The petitioner becomes the legal guardian with full res ponsibility for care, custody and the right to make decisions
regardingthechildor youth.

Chapter 11.130guardianship are not filed with the dependency court. The proposed guardianis responsible for filing
and serving other parties.

The court may order thatthe parent remaininvolved insome decision making.

Guardians canchoose whether or notto providean inheritanceto a child oryouth;itis nota right for the child or
youth.

For eligiblerelatives, R-GAP subsidy can transfer to a successor guardian if namedin the R-GAP agreementand the | egal
guardian becomes incapacitated or dies.

Terminationor modification of the guardianship may occurifthe:
o Basis for the guardianshipof a minor no longer exists.
. It would not be harmful to the child or youth.

The child’s or youth’s interest in maintaining the guardianship may outweighthe parent’sinterestinregaining their
rights.
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Birth / Adoptive ParentRights /
Responsibility

Financial Services Available /
Monthly Subsidy

Medical

Educational Services

Services Post 18 Years

Adoption

Permanent Plan

Birth parentremainsthelegal parentandis responsible for child support.

Custody orders mayinclude visits.

Modification of custody orders may occurifthe:

e Basis for the guardianshipof a minor no longer exists.

o Modification would not be harmful to the youth.

Youth's interestin maintaining the guardianship outweighs the parent’s interestin regaining their rights.

A guardianship subsidized through Relative Guardianship Assistance Program (RGAP) may be available to licensed
relatives that meet the requirements, per the R-GAP policy, thatincludes, butis notlimited to the guardian being foster
carelicensed for atleast 6 months with the child oryouth inplacement prior to establishing the guardianship. The R-
GAP agreement must besigned priorto establishing the guardianship. The programalsoreimburses | egal fees paid up-
front by theguardian up to $2,000.

Or

Guardians who do not qualify for R-GAP may applyfor financial support (TANF) throughthe CSO. Householdincomeis
no longer reviewed to determine eligibility.

May apply for medical through the CSO.

Youth eligibility for post high school grants andscholarshipsis programs pecific.
Additional information canbefound at: http://independence.wa.gov/

or
For college financial aid options visit a financial aid officeata local college or go to:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Youth may beeligibleto applyfor TANF or state family assistance (SFA) if they areunderage 19 and participatingina
secondary education program full-time, progressingtoward completionand meets the eligibility requirements for cash
but no medical benefits per, WAC 388-404-0005.

Note: DCYF does not provide ongoing supervision.
Post Adoption Services are based upon the child’s or youth’s needs and family circumstances.
Federal Timelinerequires this permanency plan be achieved within 24 months of OPD
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Objective

Legal Status

Legal Custody & Caregiver
Responsibility After Permanent
Plan Achieved

Birth / Adoptive ParentRights /
Responsibility

Financial Services Available /
Monthly Subsidy
Medical

Educational Services

Services Post 18 Years

Provides permanency fora child or youthwhen adoptionrather than reunification or guardianship is determined to be
intheir bestinterest.

Child oryouth becomes a permanent and legal member of a familywith all the legal rights of a birth child.
Adoptionisa lifelong legal relationship that cannot be modified in court.
Parental rights arerelinquished orterminated unlessitis acustomary adoption established through Tribal court

Upon entry of adoption decree, the child or youthbecomes the legal child or youth of the adoptive parents. The
adoptive parents haveall care, custodyandlegal rights to make decisions on the child’s or youth’s behalf. The child or
youth has inheritancerights.

TitleIVEadoptionassistance canfollow the youth to a subsequent adoption

Adoptive parents assume full parental rights. Birth parents have no parental rights after termination of parental rights
(TPR), unless a customary adoption establishedthrough Tribal court.

Birth and adoptive parent mayhave ongoingcontact underan Open Adoption Agreement.
By applying for assistance through the adoption support program, adoptive parents maybeeligible for finalization costs
including legal fees. Families alsomay be eligible for a monthlycash reimbursement.

Medical anddental coverage for the child or youth is provided as specified inthe adoption support agreement.

Pre-Authorized Counselingcanbeavailable and includes individual, family oradoptive parent counseling. Evidence
Based or Evidence Informed Counselingis also available to adoptive families

Youth eligibility for post-high school grants andscholarships is programs pecific.
Additional information canbefound at: http://independence.wa.gov/; or

For college financial aid options visit a financial aid officeat a local college or go to:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

Youth adopted after age 13areeligible to complete FAFSA forms as anindependent individual

Adoption support benefits will automatically stopon the youth’s 18th birthday, unless they meet eligibility
requirements and the parents have provided documentation of the youth’s continuation in high school priorto the 18th
birthday.

If adopted after theage of 16, youth maybeeligible to receive support up to age 21 throughthe Extended Adoption
Support Programif the parents are providing financial support andthe youth meets one of the foll owing criteria:

1.Enrolledin highschool or high school equivalency program.
2.Enrolled, hasappliedfor, or canshowintentto timely enrollina post-secondaryacademic or vocational program.
3. Participatingin a programto promote or remove barriers employment, including part-time employment.
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4.Employed 80 hours or morea month.
5.Unableto engagein any of theaboveactivities due to a documented medical condition
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