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Practical ICWA

Ten Areas
Practical Practice

1) Tens of thousands of years of practice - history
before 1776

2) Supporting individual child rights - cultural supports,
treaty rights, citizenship benefits

3) Identify indigenous children- open ended
ethnographic interviewing

4) Indian Child Welfare as a cross-cultural practice,
confederated tribes

5) Family first keeping children with family (native or
non-native) does not mean move to reservation,
stable placements

Ten Areas

Practical Practice

6) Notify family, father’s family, extended family,
understand kinship networks

7) Working with out-of-state tribes
8) Balancing historical trauma with resilience

9) Seven generations ahead, media has been all about
the past, live in the present and prepare for the
future

10) Connecting with place, environment, animals,
plants, traditional foods, ecosystems, equine
therapy, canoe journey, language

Tens of Thousands of Years

Identify
Indigenous Children
Living in Present

Prepaing for Future Cross-Cultural Practice

Family First
Balance Historial Trauma

with Resillience Notify Kin Father's Family

Out-of State Tribes and Jargon
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Practical ICWA

Historical Roots Before 1776

THOUSANDS OF YEARS OF
NORTH AMERICAN HISTORY

10

Haudenosaunee Kahnawake Branch
of the Mohawk Nation
Six Nation Iroquois Confederacy
http: //www.kahnawakelonghouse.com
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Mississippi Peoples
National Park Service

el b P |Eight hundred years ago, the lower Mississippi
S % |Delta was home to highly organized societies.

4%

“ | There were roads, commerce, and cultural centers

by inspiring earthen
; D, '-'-M ‘Wonders of ic precision, these
: ; A e were the centers of life. However, mound
BN Sy 24 / ion was in a period of decline in the
u S 1500s, when the first Europeans arrived in the
ath. = i «; region and brought with them epidemic diseases
Gover image from Pretistoric Mounde i the Lower | which deci native ions across the

Southeast. As a result, by the time sustained contact

with European colonists began about 1700, the long
tradition of mound building was reaching its end.

platforms.
Courtesy of the Southeast Archeological Center

https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/mounds/intro.htm
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Cahokia City of the Sun
Larger than London in 1250

https://cahokiamouﬁds.orq/auqmented-reality—proiect

13

Pueblo Bonita Chacon Culture

Rainbow over Pueblo Bonito by Jim Spadaccini, IDEUM
https://www.nps.gov/chcu/planyourvisit/pueblo-bonito.htm

14

Permanent Haida Villages

15
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Practical ICWA
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Salmon harvested at Celilo supported a huge trading center, attracting
tribes from as far as the Great Lakes, the Southwest, and Northwest Coast.

Photo: Matheny collection Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission

16
Reasons to Contact Tribes Imnmediately
SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL CHILD
RIGHTS
17
Treaty Rights- Education
Office of Indian Education ¢ T]tle VI
Formula
Grants to
Schools
* Native
Language
Grants
» Other
Services
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-indian-education/
18
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Treaty Rights - Health
Indian Health Services (IHS)

PROTECTING
TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

Every patient at every encounter will be offered
every recommended vaccine when appropriate.

https://www.ihs.gov eRaans

19
Treaty Rights - Health
Indian Health Services (IHS)
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Treaty Rights - Health
Indian Health Services (IHS)

899-SAFE-IHS
(855:723:3440)

iy

https://www.ihs.gov

21
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Practical ICWA

American Indian Definition
not Standard

+ ICWA (1978) definition

+ Indian Health Service (IHS) eligibility

+ Indian Education eligibility

+ Each tribe/nation sets their own
membership status requirements and
process

+ Community acceptance/inclusion or
exclusion

22

Rights that come with membership in a tribe/nation

TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP

23

Tribal Membership Rights
¢+ Per Capita payments
¢ Trust Accounts

¢+ Note: Membership does not equal riches
Minors Fund Application Deadlines

peri Check/Direct Deposit Date

24

Crofoot & Robinette 2023 WACAP



Practical ICWA

Tribal Membershlp nghts

¢ Access to tribal lands
¢ Hunting fishing and
gathering rights
+ On Reservation
+ Off reservation on
former reservation
lands
+ On traditional e msep:m 58229 2£0764:01001:
lands guaranteed 512:0 8/MediaObiects/o76-1:61001:572-
by treaties

W

25

Other Cultural R1ghts
+ Stories
+ Songs
¢+ Dances
¢+ Food prep
+ Ceremonies

26

Cultural Supports
Tribe, Community, Clan, Family

WHITE et al.

T HO LN
il [N_/
Tribal Best
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White et al. (2006), p. 52

Sovereignty

27
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As early as possible find out if child is Indian/indigenous/native...

OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS
ABOUT FAMILY/COMMUNITY

28

Family Tree for ICWA

« Overwhelming

« Families are messier and
have more possible
branches

29
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Family Community Culture
Keeping in mind that the interviewee will
relate his or her experience ask
Questions about family- How does your
family... ?

Questions about community- In your
community... ?
Try to avoid individual questions about the
interviewee

+ What do you think about...?

See Csordas et al. (2010) p. 44 on
Identity/Self

30
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Open-Ended Questions
about Family

+ How do you describe your family?

+ What do you know about your family
history?

+ Who may be the best people you
could you ask about your family
history?

+ Where does your family come from?

31

Open Ended Questions
+ Invite the interviewee to tell a story
+ Cannot be answered in one word
+ For example

+ What does your family do on your favorite
holiday?
+ Be careful not to start with an open
question then follow with a closed question
to stop the story.

32

Closed Questions
+ Limit and focus an interview
+ Can be answered in one word, yes or
no
+ For example,
+ Are you Lakota, Dakota or Nakota?
+ Do you sleep eight hours a night?
+ Is Cinco de Mayo your favorite holiday?

33

Crofoot & Robinette 2023 WACAP

11



Practical ICWA

“Emergency Questions”

+* When | ask someone to talk about
their culture and they immediately
goes blank, I pull out these questions
+ What is your favorite music?
+ What are your favorite television shows?
+ What special holidays do you celebrate?
+ What events bring your family together?
+ What food do you turn to for comfort?

34

Practice
+ Pair up with near you who you do not know
well.
+ Ask an open question about family history

or ethnic identity, for example
+ How do you show your family ethnicity or culture?

+ Brief Interview: 5 minutes to ask question and
have answer
+ Then switch interviewers, 5 minutes to ask
question and have answer
+ 5 minutes to reflect, anything to report
back to audience

35

Practice Goal

¢+ Engage family in discussion of
ethnicity, culture, race, gender
identity

+ Identify indigenous, America Indian
identity and background information
for tribal or family search

+ Identify cultural resources and supports

+ Be aware of mixed ethnicities and
backgrounds

36
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Confederated Tribes and Mixed Race, Ethnicity and Culture

INDIAN CHILD WELFARE AS
CROSS-CULTURAL PRACTICE

37
Multiracial Population by
State 2010 Censu
x. LW i
38
Lj | ok avalablo
\;}"’i | Trt ¥ ol (/ ’a\’
P Chavez (2021) CNN™
39
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Biracial African-Native

“African and Native peoples came
together in the Americas. Over
centuries, African Americans and Native
Americans created shared histories,
communities, families, and ways of life.
Prejudice, laws, and twists of history
have often divided them from others,
yet African-Native American people
were united in the struggle against
slavery and dispossession, and then for
self-determination and freedom. For
African-Native Americans, their double
heritage is truly indivisible.The
exhibition IndiVisible: African-Native
American Lives in the Americas is a
collaboration between the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the American
Indian, National Museum of African
" A American History and Culture, and the
T Smithsonian Institution Travelling
Comanche Fam_lly 1900 Exhibition Service (SITES).” (2012)

40

¢

¢

Mixed Blood and Indian

Mixed Blood preferred over part-Indian
+ What part?

Kinship ties help to sort identity
Participation in cultural events Pow
Wows

Krouse (1999)

41

.
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Bill of Rights
for Racially Mixed People

| have the right

nGt to justify my existence in this world

not to keep the races separate within

ot to be fesponsible for people’s discomfort with my physical ambiguity
not to justify my ethnic legitimacy

| have the right
+ to identify myself differently than strangers expect me to identify
+ to identify myself differently than how my parents identify me
+ to identify myself differently than my brothers and sisters
+ to identify myself differently in different situations

| have the right
+ to create a vocabulary to communicate about being multiracial
+ to change my identity over my lifetime and more than once
+ to have loyalties and identify with more than one group of people
+ to freely choose whom | befriend and love (Root, 1996, p. 7)

Root, M. P. (1996). The multiracial experlence Racial borders as the
new frontier. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sag

42
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Practical ICWA

3

3

3

Many diverse indigenous
peoples, cultures, faiths
and beliefs across North
America
Confederated Tribes,
different peoples and
lanéua es on same
resdrvation
Non-native may have
more leeway than a
native person

+ Not knowing versus

deliberately insulting

Stay humble avoid being (: i A N7 QL
cultural expert MlKeck School of Medigine of USCZ

43

Support placement stability

FAMILY FIRST

44

The Big Myth

+ Indian child welfare
case does not
automatically mean
children are moved
to the reservation
or homeland

L

~ AROUND THE REZ
/. Navaho-Hopi:Observer ph

45
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Family First

+ First placement priority is family,
whether Indian or non-Indian

+ Stability try to avoid moves

+ Most tribal child welfare programs will

support a stable placement that
maintains tribal and family contact

+ Need tribal or Indian Child Welfare
back-up plan

46

Family, fathers’ families, extended family, kinship networks

NOTIFY FAMILY

47

The Other Big Myth

+ They have no family

48
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Who is Family?

Apply open-ended + Kinship networks
questions on ¢+ Remember that
definitions of fam1ly guardians may not
Parents of children be bio parents
Father’s family too ¢+ Grandparents
often overlooked + Uncles and Aunties
+ Or warned off

49

After Foster Care Most
Children Go Back to Family

Data from 2021

Reason for Discharge Percent Number
Reunification with Parent(s) or Primary Caretaker(s) 47% 100,004
Living with Other Relative(s) 6% 12,531
Adoption 25% 53,546
Emancipation 9% 19,130
Guardianship 12% 25,023
Transfer to Another Agency 1% 2,290
Runaway 0% 552
Death of Child gpjldren's Bureau (2022) p.3 % 368

50

We don’t all speak the same jargon

WORKING WITH OUT-OF-STATE
TRIBES

51

Crofoot & Robinette 2023 WACAP

17



Practical ICWA

State ICWAs

List of state ICWAS with placement preference language

52

State ICWAs

Placer
tha indi

ACLU (2023)

ember of the Indiar
amily. Wis. Stat. A8.02817),

family mes n child: (2) Another member of
Tamil

53

Child Welfare Funding
+ Different states have different foster
care funding arrangements
+ May need to go through Interstate

(ICPC)

+ Ways of working, language and forms
differ state-to-state and office-to-
office

Compact on the Placement of Children

54
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Persistence & Perseverance

¢ Important to connect

¢+ Contacting the Enrollment Office
(tribal citizenship) is not the same as
contacting tribal child welfare

+ Contact tribal child welfare
+ NICWA as a resource for connections
¢ Www.nicwa.org

55

NICWA

National Indian Child Welfare Association
Protecting Our Childven + Presving Our Culture

Use the NICWA Conference for in-person meetings

56

Balance with Resilience

HISTORICAL TRAUMA

57
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Historical Trauma

¢+ Policies of genocide

+ Boarding Schools

¢+ Indian Adoption
Project

+ Ongoing efforts to
control tribal
resources

+ See National Native American
Boarding School Healing Coalition

https://boardingschoolhealing.org

58
Resilience
from Boarding Schools
+ Students who + Found ways to resist
survived report + Helped to create a
complex Pan-Indian
experiences Movement
+ Gained education + Davis, 2001;
+ Worked to make McBeth, 1983)
schools “Indian
Schools”
59

Trauma & Resilience

+ Hear and validate trauma
+ Help to find the resilience
+ Avoid hopelessness

60
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Healing

| Healing of the Canoe| Tar Sands Healing Walk in
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Fort McM m
— Umgéua and Siuslaw- ort Miciviurray, Alberta

61
Recognizing the present and the future
LOOKING SEVEN GENERATIONS
AHEAD

62

63
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Present
+ Active efforts + Medical care
+ Needed by every + Behavioral health
client treatment
+ Sense of purpose or + Substance abuse
meaning treatment
+ Housing/shelter ¢+ Parent training-
+ Food Positive Indian
+ Clothes Parenting
+ Cell Phone/Internet  * Vocational training

64

Positive Indian Parenting

65

Grounded in the Past
Looking to the Future
+ Roughly seven generations back to Columbus
(maybe 8 now)
+ | am in the middle of six generations
+ Great-grandmother early reservation
+ Grandfather boarding school
+ Father termination era “better dead than red”
* Me “tribal self determination era”
+ Daughter “environmental justice”
¢+ Granddaughters
+ What do we want for the next generations?

66

Crofoot & Robinette 2023 WACAP

22



Practical ICWA

Animals, plants, traditional foods, ecosystems, language

CONNECTING WITH PLACE AND
ENVIRONMENT

67

Equine
Therapy

Warms Springs 2014
Dr. John Spence,
PHD

Horses and youth
summer program

68

Natural Resources and
Traditional Foods

Identitying socio-
Coast Salish natural resource management
and restoration of clam gardens

69
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CDC Native Diabetes Wellness
Program

https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/ndwp/index.html

70

Humans as a part of a Changing
Environment

71

Indigenous Foods, Medicines
and Educational Methods

Tradition Med1c1nePProgram Director & Indigenous Educator
at Nakani Native Program

Indigenous Educator at Northwest Indian College

72
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Thanks limlmt

Tens of Thousands of Years

Connecting with Place Envirionment, Support Child Rights

Identify

Indigenous Children

Living in Present

Prepaing for Future Cross-Cultural Practice
Family First

Balance Historial Trauma
with Resillience

Out-of State Tribes and Jargon

73

-~

Questions

74
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